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The Analysis of Inorganic Bodies. Bv Professor Bcrzelivs.
Translated from the French, by G. O. Rees, London, 12mo, pp. 164.
Every work coming from the hands of so great a master of his art as Berzelius carries along-with it its own recommendation. There is no need of any encomiums to introduce it to public favour; the name of its author is sufficient. The distinguished Swede is admitted by every one to be " facile princeps" in the field of chemical analysis, to which he has given almost the exactness of mathematical research. The little volume now before us forms part of the 12th volume of the author's elementary chemistry; but as it forms a complete and very admirable treatise on that branch of the science which is devoted to the analysis of inorganic bodies, the translator has done well to detach it from the great work, for the benefit of those who engage in the practical details of this delightful study. To all such, it is an indispensable companion and instructor, pointing out what is to be done, and the manner of doing it. As well might a botanist go into the fields to collect and ascertain plants without a Flora in his pocket, as a chemical student enter upon the labours of the laboratory without a manual to direct him; and of all the manuals hitherto published, the one before us is alike the cheapest and the best.
In the present day, when the attention of medical men is once more specially directed to the composition of the animal fluids, and when the foundations of a rational and restricted humorism are probably again laid, or it is ready for the passage of the gas, but if it do not act satisfactorily, a necessity will be indicated for the further purification of the liquor, which may be effected by simply evaporating it to dryness, and boiling the residue with distilled water, when a liquor will be procured, which may be tested with the sulphuretted hydrogen. As regards the quantity of sulphuret capable of giving satisfactory evidence of the presence of arsenic, I have produced a perfectly characteristic metallic crust from a portion of sulphuret not larger than half a grain of mustard seed; and this when freshly precipitated and dried, and therefore in a loose and uncondensed form." 117.
Mr. Rees has translated the work from the French edition with much neatness and accuracy. There is only one defect we have observed in the perusal of it, and that is, the want of an index. In a book which is intended to be a manual, and therefore one of very frequent reference, every facility should be afforded the student to find out, in a moment, the passage which he is in search of.
In a second edition, Mr. Rees will no doubt attend to this suggestion.
